
POE 

4, [From poche , a pocket.] To plunder by ftealth. 

So fhamelefs, fo abandoned are their ways, 

'Theypoach Parnaffus, and Jay claim for praife. Garth. 
10 coach, v. n. [from poche, a bag, Fr.] 

1. To fteal game ; to carry ofF ganfe privately in a bae. 

In the fchools 5 

They poach for fenfe, and hunt for idle rules. Oldham 

2. 1 o be damp. A cant word. 

Chalky and clay lands burn in hot weather, ch2p in fum- 
mer, znA poach m winter. Mortimer’s Hujlandry. 

Poa chard, n.f. A kind of water fowl. ^ 

Poa'cher n.f. [from poach.] One who' Heals game.' 

The valhes becaufe of th tpoachinefs they keep forgrafs. Mart 
Poa'chy. Damp; marilry. A cant word 

. Wh « “P^nds you defign for mowing, ihut up the bemn- 
mng of February; but marfli lands lay not up till April, ra- 
cept your marfl.es be very poachy. Mortimer’s Hujlandry 
Pock. n.f. [from pox.] A puftule raifed by the fmallpox. 

inferred in/clt’ ^ ^ The fn ““ 

Here’s a letter 

F °WVlfl. the K Cke i ° f l he ? ain Roderi g°- Shakefp. 

Whillt one hand exalts the blow, 

And on the earth extends the foe; * 

T’ other would take it wond’rous’ill, 

If in your pocket he lay ftilj. Prior- 

As he was feldom without medals in his pocket, he would 

often mew us the fame face on an old coin, that we faw in 

Tn p r ; „ Addifon on Ancient Medals. 

To Pocket, v. *. [pocheter, Fr. from the noun.] 

1. I o put in the pocket. 

Blefs’d paper-credit 1 

Gold, imp’d with this, can compafs hardett things. 

Can pocket ttates, or fetch or carry kings. & p 0 p Cm 

2. To Po cket up. A proverbial form that denotes the doing 

or taking any thing clandeftinely. 0 

If thy pocket were enriched with any other injuries but 
theie, I am a villain ; and yet you will Hand to it, you will 
not pocket up wrongs. Slmkefp. Henry IV. 

He lays his claim 

To half the profit, half the fame, / 

And helps to pocket up the game. Prior. J 

Po'cketbook. n.f. [ pocket and book.] A paper book carried 
in the pocket for hatty notes. 

Licinius let out the offals of his meat to intereft, and 
kept a regifter of fuch debtors in his pocketbook. Arbuthnot 
Note down the matters of doubt in fome pocketbook, and 
take the firft opportunity to get them refolved. Watts. 

P °<d5- S ETGLASS * ^° det and Z la f s ‘] Portable looking- 

Powder and pccketglafs , and beaus. p r i or% 

And vanity with pccketglafs. 

And impudence with front of brafs. Swift’s Mifcel 

Po'ckh OLE. n.f. [pock and hole.] Pit or fear made by the 
fmallpox. J 

Are thefe but warts and pockholes in the face 
O’th’earth? ' ZW. 

Po^ckiness. n. f [from pocky.] The Hate of being pocky. 

Po cky. n.f adj. [from pox.] Infe&ed with the pox. 

My father s love lies thus in my bones ; I might have loved 
all the pocky whores in Perfia, and have felt it lefs in my 

p,' ., _ Denham’s Sophy. 

Pocu'lent. adj. [poculutn, Lat.] Fit for drink. 

Some of thefe herbs, which are not efculent, are notwith- 
Handing poculent ; as hops and broom. Bacon. 

Pod. n. f [bode, boede, Dutch, a little houfe. Skinner. ] The 
capfule of legumes ; the cafe of feeds. 

To raife tulips, fave the feeds which are ripe, when the 
t hcp°ds begin to open at the top, which cut off' with the 
Iralks from the root, and keep the pods upright, that the feed 
do not fall out. Mortimer’s Hujlandry. 

AL - [zrolaJ'.ijcdr, orMypoc ; from podraga, Lat. 1 
i Afflicted with the gout. J 

From a magnetical adivity muff be made out, that a Ioad- 
t°ne, held in the hand of one that is podagrical, doth either 
cure or give great eafe in the gout. Browns Vulgar Errours . 

2. Gouty ; relating to the gout. 

Po'dder. n.f. [from pod.] A gatherer of peafecods, beans and 
other pulle, 

Podge, n.f a puddle ; a plafh. Skinner. 

1 OEM. n.f [peema, Lat. oiny.ee.] The work of a poet : a 
metrical compofition. 

A poem is not alone any work, or compofition of the poets 
in many or few verfes; but even one alone verfe fometimes 
makes a P crfe&^ jfct*. 

The lady Anne of Bretaigne, paffingthrough the prefence 
of Trance, and efpying Chartier, a famous poet, faff afleep, 
kiffir.g him, faid, we muff honour the mouth whence fo many 
golden poems have proceeded. Peacham on Poetry 

I o you the promis’d poem I will pay. Drydcn. 


POE 


Po'esy. n.f [poejie, Fr. poofs, Lat. ni wl{ l 
I. I he art of writing poems; ^ 

A poem is the work of the ooef. • . • „ 

onnuk.ng; the very fidlion itfeif, 


work. 

How far have we 

Prophan’d thy heav’nly gift of p„ e fy? 

Made prcftuute and profligate the mufe, 

Whofe harmony was firfl ordain’d above 
r or tongues of angels. 

2. Poem ; metrical compofition ; poetry. ® r }dm. 

Mufick: and poefy ule to quicken you. , 

There is an hymn, for they have excellent poefy . It ft 
jea is always the pra.ies of Adam, Noah and AhrP 
concludmg ever with a thankfgiving for th e> nativity^ 

They apprehend a veritable hiftory in Tembl TrflT' 
of chriftian boe y. 7^,, >. rs or P l( *e 

3- A fliort conceit engraved on a ring or otheAhinf^'™"' 
A paltry ring, whofe poefy was, 6 ' 

For all the world like cutler’s poetry 

‘ l E 'kw isir? 

at. author of Action; a writer of poems ; ’one who w^ 

I he poet s eye in a fine frenzv rowline; 

Doth glance from heav’n to earth, from earth toheav’n- 
And, as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things-unknown, the poet’s pen 
I urns them to tliape, and gives to ev’ry thing 
A local habitation and a name. . 

Our poet ape, who would be thought the chief JP ' 
His works become the frippery of wit, 

From brocage he is grown fo bold a thief. 

While we the robb’d delpife, and pity it. B . Johnfa 

What the fag t poets taught by the heav’nly mufe 
btory d of old in high immortal verfe, 

Of dire chimeras and enchanted ifles. uu 

A poet ts a maker, as the word fignifies ; and he who cm 

in? ‘fTvite petty ^ ^ 
Let no poetajler command or intreat 
Another extempore verfes to make. Beni 

Begin not as th’ old poetajler did, ' * ‘ 

Troy’s famous war and Priam’s fate I fing. Ro[ cm „ m 
Horace hath expoied thofe trifling p se tajters, that S 
themfe ves m glaring deferiptions, and ibwing here and there 
fome cloth of gold on their fackclotb. 

PoE^iCAL W ‘w-*r m f T’- i‘ ka l‘° etria ' Lat -] A flie poet. ' 

Poe'tIck f ° et ' iUe ’ fr ’ poeticus > Lat J Ex ‘ 

to poeny. ^ m P ° etryJ pe,tainin S t0 P“try; l'uitable 

Would the gods had made you poetical 
—I do not know wha tpoetical is. 

P ° etr ' V ‘ S m ° ft fei S nin g- Shakefp. 

With courage guard, and beauty warm our age, 

And lovers fill with like poetick rage. ^ Waller. 

1 ll^ m °r ra - ° f ^}P oetical that the uppennoft link 

of all the fenes of fubordinate caufes is faftened to Jupiter’s 
chair, fignifies that almighty God governs and diredb lubor- 
dinate caufes and efte<ffs. pj a j g 

Neither is it enough to give his author’s fenfe in fmod Ene- 
hih, in ^Wexprefflons and in mufical numbers.^ DryEn. 

Fhe mufe faw it upward rife, 

1 hough mark’d by none but quick poetick eves. Pope. 
f 1 alone can mfpire the crowd. ' Swift. 

OE TIC ALLY. adv. [from poetical.] With the qualities of 
poetry j by the fiiffion of poetry. 

The criticks have concluded, that the manners of the he¬ 
roes are poetically good, if of a piece. Dryden. 

The many rocks, in the paflhge between Greece and the 
bottom of rontus, are poetically converted into thofe fiery 
bulls. RaUik 

To Poeti zi,. n. [poetifer, Fr. from poet.] To write like a poet, 
i verlify the truth, not poetize. Donne, 

v irgil, fpeaking of Turnus and his great ffrensth, thus 
p P°f ,iZes - • . Hakewill 

Loe tress, n.f. [from poetris, Lat. whence foetridas picas in 
Perftus. ] A The poet. 

Moft peerlefs poetrefs, 

The true Pandora of ail heavenly graces. Spender. 

Poe'try. n.f [TFoinTfict from poet.] 

1. Metrical compofition ; the art or practice of writingpoems. 

Strike the beft invention dead, 

Till baffled poetry hangs down the head. Cleavelarid. 

Although in poetry it be neceffary that the unities of time, 
place and action ffiould be explained, there is ffiJl foniething 
that gives a greatnefs of mind to the reader, which few of 
the criticks have confidered. Addifon’s Spectator, N° 409. 

2 . Poems ; poetical pieces.’ 

She taketh moff delight 

In mufick, inffruments and poetry. Shakefp. 

2 Poignancy. 
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P O I 

P&i'GNANCY. n.f [from poignant .] 

1. The power of ftimulating the palate; fiharpnefs, 

I fat quietly down at my morfel, adding only a principle 
of hatred to all fucceeding meafures by way of fauce ; and 
one point of condudt in the dutchefs’s life added much poig¬ 
nancy to it. _ Swift. 

1. The power of irritation ; afperity. 

POFGNANT. adj. [poignant, Fr.] 

j. Sharp; ftimulating the palate. 

No poignant fauce fhe knew, nor coftly treat. 

Her hunger gave a relifh to her meat. Dryden. 

The ftuoious man, whofe will was never determined to 
poignant fauces and delicious wine, is, by hunger and thirft, 
determined to eating and drinking. Locke. 

2. Severe; piercing; painful. 

If God makes ufe of fome poignant difgrace to let out the 
poifonous vapour, is not the mercy greater than the feverity 
of the cure ? South’s Sermons . 

Full three long hours his tender body did fuftain 
Moft exquifite and poignant pain. Norris’s Mifcel 

3. Irritating; fatirical; keen. 

POINT, n.f. [pointt, point, French.] 

I. The fharp end of any inftrument. 

The thorny point 

Of bare diftrefs hath ta’en from me the fhew 

Of fmooth fidelity. Shakefp. As You like it. 

That bright beam, whofe point now rais’d. 

Bore him Hope downward. Milton. 

A pyramid reverfed may ftand for a while upon its point, 
if balanced, by admirable flcill. Temple’s Mifcellanies. 

'Doubts if he wielded not a wooden fpear 
Without ;a point .; . fie look’d, the point was there. Dryden . 

g. A firing, with a tag. . - 

If your fon have not the day. 

For a filken point Pll give my baronry. Shakefp. 

He hath ribbands of all colours; points more than all the 
lawyers can learnedly handle. Shakefpeare. 

I am reiblved bn two points ; 

That if ,one break, the other will hold; 

Or if both break, your gafkins fall, Shakefp. 

King James was wont to fay, that the duke of Buckingham 
had given him a groom of his bed-chamber, who could not 
trufs his points. Clarendon. 

3. Headland ; promontory..' 

I don’t fee why Virgil has. given the epithet of Alta to Pro- 
chita, which is much Tower than Ifchia, and all the points of 
land th'at-lie within its neighbourhood. Addifon. 

4. A fting of an epigram ; a lentence terminated with fome 

. remarkable turn of words or thought. 

He taxes Lucan, who crouded fentences together, and was 
too full of points. Dryden on Heroick Plays. 

Studious to pleafe the genius of the times, 

With periods, points and tropes he flurs his crimes; 

He robb’d not, but he borrow’d from the poor. Dryden. 

Times corrupt, and nature ill inclin’d. 

Produc’d the point that left a fting behind. Pope. 

5. An indivifible part of fpace. 

We fometimes fpeak of fpace, or do fuppofe a point in it 
at fuch a diftance from any part of the univerfe. Locke. 

6. An indivifible part of time ; a moment. 

Then neither from eternity before, 

Nor from the time, when time’s firft point begun, 

Made he all fouls. Davies . 

7. A fmall fpace. 

On one fmall point of land, 

Weary’d, uncertain and amaz’d, we ftand. Prior. 

S. Punctilio; nicety. 

Shalt thou difpute 

With God the points of liberty, who'nnade 

Thee what thou art. Milton's Par. Lojl , b. v. 

9. Part required of time or fpace; critical moment; exadt 
place. 

How oft, when men are at the point of death. 

Have they been merry l which their keepers call 
A lightning before death. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Elau faid, behold I am at the point to die ; and what profit 
fhall this birthright do ? Gen. xxv. 32. 

Democritus, fpent with age, and juft at the point of death, 
called for loaves of new bread, and with the fteam under his 
nofe, prolonged his life till a feaft was paft. Temple. 

They follow nature in their defires, carrying them no far¬ 
ther than fhe diredts, and leaving off at the point , at which 
excefs would grow troublefome. Atterbury’s Sermons. 

10 . Degree; ftate. 

The higheft point outward things can bring one unto, is 
the contentment of the mind, with which no°eftate is mifer- 
aW . 5 * Sidney, b. i. 

In a commonwealth, the wealth of the country is fo equally 
diftributed, that moft of the community are at their eafe, 
though few arc placed in extraordinary points of fplendor. 

Addifon on the State of the War. 

II. Note of diftindlion in writing ; a ftop. 

12. A fpot; a part of a furface divided by fpots ; divifion by 


marks, into which any thing is diftinguifhed in a circle or 
other plane : as, at tables the ace or fife point. 

13. One of the degrees into which the circumference of the 
horizon, and the mariner’s compafs is divided. 

Carve out dials point by point , 

Thereby to fee the minutes how they run. Shakefp , 

There arofe ftrong winds from the South, with a point 
eaft, which carried us up. Bacon’s New Atlantis. 

A feaman, coming before the judges of the admiralty for 
admittance into an office of a ftiip, was by one of the judges 
much flighted; the judge telling him, that he believed he 
could not fay the points of his compafs. Bacons 

Vapours fir’d fhew the mariner 
From what point of his compafs to beware 
Impetuous winds. Milton’s Par. Lof , b. iv. 

If you tempt her, the wind of fortune 
May come about, and take another point , 

And blaft your glories. Denham , 

At certain periods ftars refume their place, 

From the fame point of heav’n their courfe advance. Dryd. 

14. Particular place to which any thing is directed. 

Eaft and Weft are but refpe&ive and mutable points , ac¬ 
cording unto different longitudes or diftant parts of habita¬ 
tion. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

Let the part, which produces another part, be more ftrong 
= than that which it produces ; and let the whole be feen by 
one point of fight. Dryden’s Dufrefnoy. 

The poet intended to fet the chara&er of Arete in a fair 
point of light. Broome , 

15. RefpecI; regard. 

A figure like your father. 

Arm’d at all points exactly cap-a-pe, 

Appears before them. Shakefpeare’s Hamlet. 

A war upon the Turk is more worthy than upon any other 
Gentiles, in point of religion and in point of honour. Bacon , 
He had a moment’s right in point of time; 

Had I feen firft, then his had been the crime. Dryden. 
With the hiftory of Mofes, no book in the world in point 
of antiquity can contend. Tillotfon’s Sermons. 

Men would often fee, what a fmall pittance of reafon is mixed 
with thofe huffing opinions they are fwelled with, with which 
they are fo armed at all points, and with which they fo con¬ 
fidently lay about them. Locke. 

I have extracted out of that pamphlet a few of thofe no¬ 
torious falfehoods, in point of faeffc and reafoning. Swift. 

16. An aim ; the a£t of aiming or ftriking. 

What a point your falcon made. 

And what a pitch flie flew above the reft. Shakefp. 

17. The particular thing required. 

You gain your point, if your induftrious art 
Can make unufual words eafy. Rofcommon. 

There is no creature fo contemptible, but, by refolution, 
may gain his point. L’EJlrange. 

18. Particular; inftance; example. 

I’ll hear him his confeflions juftify, 

And point by point the treafens of his matter 

He fhall again relate. Shakefpeare's Henry VIII. 

Thou flialt be as free 
As mountain winds ; but then exa&ly do 
All points of my command. Shakefp. Tempefl. 

His majetty fhould make a peace, or turn the war di- 
re&Iy upon fuch points , as may engage the nation in the fup- 
port of it. Temple. 

He warn’d in dreams, his murder did foretel. 

From point to point, as after it befel. Dryden. 

This letter is, in every point , an admirable pattern of the 
prefent polite way of writing. -Swift. 

19. A fingle pofition; a Angle affertion ; a Angle part of a 
complicated queftion ; a fingle part of any whole. 

Another vows the fame ; 

A third t’ a point more near the matter draws. Daniel. 

Strange point and new ! 

Do&rine which would know whence Iearn’d. Milton. 
Stanilaus endeavours to eftablifli the duodecuple proportion' 
by comparing feripture together with Jofephus : but they will 
haittly prove his point. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

I here is no point wherein I have fo much laboured, as that 
of improving and polifliing all parts of converfation between 
perlons of quality 

1 he glofs produceth mftances that are neither pertinent 
nor prove the point. Baker’s Rejieaiom on Learning 

20. A note ; a tune, 

You, my lord archbifhop, 

Whofe white inveftments figure innocence 
Wherefore do you fo ill tranflate yourfelf * 

Into the harfli and boift’rous tongue of war ? 

Turning your tongue divine 

To a loud trumpet, and a point of war. Shakefb 

21 . Pomtblani; direitly: as, an arrow is fhot to the point- 

blank or white mark. r 

This boy will carry a letter twenty mile, as eafy as a can- 
non Will fhoot pomtblank twelve fcore. 7 Shakefp. 

19 Z The 
















































































































































